
 
May 5, 2010 
 
The Honorable Carol McFarlane 
MN House of Representatives 
223 State Office Building 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 
 
Dear Representative McFarlane: 
 

We are writing in support of legislation needed for Minnesota to win a Round 2 Race to the Top grant to both earn 

millions of dollars for our state’s education system and initiate reforms that will benefit the children of our state 

for years to come.  Other states and countries are moving aggressively to increase the quality of their education 

systems, and we can’t risk being passed by. 

The Obama Administration’s Race to the Top competition lays out a series of common-sense reforms that will 

improve student achievement, and help Minnesota regain its leadership position in education.  Detailed feedback 

from the US Department of Education’s Round 1 review team highlighted our strengths, our gaps and an explicit 

roadmap for improvement.  Based on the Obama Administration’s review, we ask the legislature to: 

1. Pass alternative teacher licensure legislation to expand the pipeline for additional talented individuals to teach 

in Minnesota’s most troubled schools.   

2. Create a statewide teacher and principal evaluation system that includes at least 35 percent of the evaluation 

based on student achievement.  Further, the results of these evaluations must be explicitly linked to 

employment decisions, such as placement, promotions, compensation, tenure, and dismissals.   

3. Give the education commissioner clear authority to intervene in the state’s persistently low-achieving schools. 

These are the changes that are clearly required to put Minnesota in contention for Round 2.  Many other states 

have already taken these steps – and more are lining up to do so.  Minnesota, of course, should not do this just for 

the money, but because it’s the right thing to do to ensure we offer the best possible education for all the children 

of our state.    

Minnesota has a long history of educational excellence, innovation, and leadership and our overall test scores and 

graduation rates are strong.  However, these overall numbers obscure the unacceptable and persistent 

achievement gaps between student groups – changes to our current system are urgently needed. 

We understand these are difficult issues, and we offer our support in asking you to pass the needed reforms and 

our commitment to help see the reforms through. 

Time is short and the path is clear. Now is the time for collaboration, bold reform and – above all -- leadership. We 

can still win this race. Our future depends on it.  

 

Thank you. 
 

Mary Brainerd  
President and CEO, HealthPartners 
Chair, The Itasca Project 

John Stanoch 
State President, Qwest Communications 
Chair, Minnesota Business Partnership Education Policy Committee 

 
cc: The Honorable Mindy Greiling    
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Bradbury Anderson 
Vice Chairman 
Best Buy 
 

Don Fraser 
Former Minneapolis Mayor and 
Congressman 
 

Ken Powell 
Chairman and CEO 
General Mills 
 

John Apitz 
Messerli & Kramer 
 

Hector Garcia 
Executive Director 
Chicano Latino Affairs Council 
 

Carleen Rhodes 
President and CEO,  
The St. Paul Foundation &  
Minnesota Community Foundation 
 

Rich Baker 
Vice President, Engineering 
MTS Systems Corporation 
 

Ellen Goldberg Luger 
Executive Director 
General Mills Foundation 
 

Kate Rubin 
President 
Minnesota High Tech Association 
 

Collin Barr 
President, Minnesota 
Ryan Companies US, Inc. 
 

Michael Gorman 
Managing Director 
Split Rock Partners 
 

Don Samuels 
Member  
Minneapolis City Council  
 

Jim Campbell 
Retired Chairman and CEO 
Wells Fargo Bank MN 

Linda Hanson 
President 
Hamline University 
 

Sondra Samuels 
PEACE Foundation 
 

Marilyn Carlson Nelson 
Chairman 
Carlson 
 

Jim Humphrey 
Chairman and CEO 
Andersen Corporation 
 

John Samuelson 
Director of Engineering Operations & 
Governance, Lockheed Martin 
 

Sarah Caruso 
President and CEO 
Greater Twin Cities United Way 
 

Curt Johnson 
Managing Partner 
Education Evolving 
 

Daniel Sellers 
Executive Director 
Teach for America Twin Cities 
 

Alex C. Cirillo, Jr. 
Vice President, Community Affairs 
3M 
 

Sean Kershaw 
Executive Director 
Citizen’s League 
 

Barry Snyder 
Vice President & Chief Technical Officer 
H.B. Fuller 

Lester Collins 
Executive Director 
Council on Black Minnesotans 

Joe Nathan, Director 
Center for School Change 
Macalester College 

Sandy Vargas 
President & CEO 
The Minneapolis Foundation 
 

Pam Costain 
Board Member  
Minneapolis Public Schools  
 

Glen D. Nelson 
CEO 
GDN Holdings 
 

Charlie Weaver 
Executive Director  
Minnesota Business Partnership 
 

Jay Cowles 
President 
Unity Ave 
 

Russ Nelson 
President 
Nelson, Tietz & Hoye 
 

Irv Weiser 
Retired Chairman and CEO 
RBC Dain Rauscher 
 

Richard Davis 
Chairman, President & CEO 
US Bancorp 
 

David Olson 
President 
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce 

Steven C. Webster 
Vice President, Research & Technology 
Commercialization 
3M   
 

David Etzwiler 
Executive Director 
Medtronic Foundation 

Addison Piper 
Retired Chairman and CEO 
Piper Jaffray 

Charlie Zelle 
CEO 
 Jefferson Lines 
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Duane Arens 
Director, Community & Economic 
Development 
Connexus Energy 
 

Alicia Evans  
Senior Data Analyst 
Lorton Data 
 

Bill James 
Vice President of Business 
Development 
Seeonic Inc. 
 

Carla Bates  
Board Member  
Minneapolis Public Schools 

Mario Fantauzzi 
Account Manager 
Reside  
 

Kevin Johnson 
Program Manager 
L-1 Identity Solutions 
 

Joe Baer 
Regional Vice President 
AVI Systems  
 

Anne Finch 
Sr. Vice President 
Project Management Office 
USBank 
 

Thomas Johnson 
Attorney 
Gray Plant Mooty 
 

Shannon Blankenship 
CEO 
Hiawatha Leadership Academy 
 

Al Fan 
Executive Director 
Charter School Partners 
 

Tom Kieffer 
CEO 
Virteva 
 

Mike Burke 
Chief Technical Officer and Vice 
President 
IQ Services 
 

James Gagliardi  
Group Vice President 
Digital River 

Ron Konezny 
CEO 
PeopleNet 
 

Cynthia Chandler 
Principal 
Chandler Group Executive Search, Inc. 
 

Tamara Gillard,  
Executive Director 
Minnesota Computers for Schools  
 

Matt Kucharski 
Senior Vice President 
Padilla Speer Beardsley  
 

Douglas J. Christensen 
Partner 
Patterson Thuente Christensen 
Pedersen, P.A.. 
 

Brian Grafsgaard 
Director Professional Services 
Quality Business Solutions  
 

Eric LeBow 
Vice President, Professional Services 
Spanlink Communications 
 

Jim Collins 
Director Client Management, Global 
Outsourcing and Infrastructure 
Services, Unisys 
 

Julie Guy 
School Director 
Sojourner Truth Academy 
 

Sandra Lee 
Partner 
RJ Ahmann Company 
 

Richard P. Daly 
President 
Consatech, Inc. 
 

Jeffrey A. Haan  
Business Unit Professional Practice 
Partner 
KPMG 

Charles Lefebvre 
Chair 
St. Michael Albertville Public Schools 

Larry Decklever 
CEO 
BenchmarkQA 
 

Joanne Henry 
Owner 
Henry Schafer Partners 
 

Bob Lewis 
Director 
University of Minnesota IPRIME 
 

Molly Decklever 
COO 
BenchmarkQA 
 

Phil Hinderaker  
President 
Benchmark Learning 
 

Mac Lewis 
Partner 
Sherpa Partners 
 

Mary L. Donaldson 
Director 
Concordia Creative Learning Academy 
 

Bonnie Holub 
CEO 
Adventium Labs 
 

Joy Lindsay 
President 
StarTec Investments 
 

Karla Dralle 
Senior Account Executive 
SunGard Availability Services 
 

Gord Holmes 
Math Street 
 

Scott Litman 
Managing Partner 
Magnet 360 
 

Mark Eustis  
President and CEO 
Fairview Health Services 

Richard Hudson  
Director of Science Production 
TPT/Twin Cities Public Television  
 

Annette Lund 
Vice President 
Diversified Plastics, Inc. 
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Kirk Lundeen 
President 
Integral7 
 

Andrew Schwab 
Client Executive 
RJ Ahmann Company 
 

Tim Trine 
Chief Technical Officer 
Starkey Laboratories 

Tom Madden  
Board Member  
Minneapolis Public Schools 
 

Jeff Severts, 
Vice President 
Best Buy 
 

Elizabeth Topoluk 
Friends of Education 
 

Malcolm W. McDonald 
Retired Executive 
 

Jerry Sosinske  
Software Quality Engineer 
Boston Scientific 

Jack Uldrich 
Author and Futurist 
jumpthecurve.net 
 

Barbara Milon  
Executive Director 
Phyllis Wheatley Community Ctr. 
 

Dennis Stauffer 
Founder 
Insight Fusion 
 

Bill Ulland 
CEO 
Ikonics 
 

David Mortenson  
Executive Vice President 
Mortenson Construction 
 

John Stout 
Partner 
Fredrikson & Byron 
 

Alan Van Houten  
Product Development Engineer 
Celleration  
 

Kim A. Pearson 
CEO 
New Boundary Technologies 
 

Jill Stever-Zeitlin  
Special Advisor to the Superintendant 
Minneapolis Public Schools  
 

Scott M. Vogel 
Vice President & General Manager 
Global Outsourcing & Infrastructure 
Unisys 
 

Judy Poferl 
President and CEO 
NSP MN 
 

John Stuart 
Senior Vice President 
Global Partners, PTC 
 

Jane Wachutka 
Division Vice President 
PTC 
 

Clarke Porter 
CEO 
Integral7 
 

Rob Tabb  
Vice President and CIO 
Ecolab  

Kurt Waltenbaugh 
President 
Founder International, Inc 
 

Art Roberts  
President 
Rewarding Reporting, Inc. 
 

Dee Thiodeau 
CEO 
Charter Solutions 
 

Steven R. Waters 
Vice President of Sales  
Learners Digest International 
 

Pat J Ryan  
Vice President, Memory Products 
Group/Alternative Technology 
Seagate Technology  
 

David Thiede 
ProActive Solutions, Inc. 
 

T Williams  
Board Member  
Minneapolis Public Schools  

Peter Sadowski 
SVP & General Manager 
Antares Pharma 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
  


